
B on is an age-old Buddhist custom of 
honoring one’s ancestors. After entering 
Japan via China more than 1000 years 

ago, Bon combined with local customs to create the 
Japanese Bon Festival. Bon is a time for families 
to come together and honor the departed, but 
specific traditions vary from family to family and 
region to region—even the timing of the festival 
varies, with Tokyo and other parts of eastern Japan 
observing Bon in July and much of the rest of the 
country celebrating it in August. The spirits of 
one’s ancestors are said to return home during Bon. 
“Okuribi” or “send-off fires” are then lit on the final 
day, when ancestors return the spirit world. Kyoto’s 
“Gozan no Okuribi“ is famous for its “daimonji”, 
which burns in the shape of the character for “grand”.

Bon—A Time for Remembering One’s Ancestors
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Our family celebrates the mooncake festival every year. 

We hang up lanterns and candles around our house. 

We eat mooncakes during the mooncake festival.

Sunday, September 14, Sunny

 
Teh Pei Wen　　
Age:11 Girl
Malaysia

Grand Prix Winners

2008-2009

Started in 1990, the Mitsubishi Asian Children’s Enikki Festa is a program that seeks 
to promote literacy education and to stimulate cultural exchange among children by 
allowing them to learn about each other through “enikki” ( illustrated diaries).

■ http://www.mitsubishi.com/mpac/e/activity/enikki/index.html

■ http://www.mitsubishi.com/mpac/e/talk/form.html

Helping Farmers 
Produce More Tomatoes

＊ The above sentences contained in this Enikki has been translated from bahasa 
Malaysia to English.



MKV Dream Co., Ltd. is a company of the Mitsubishi Plastics 

Group that manufactures and sells materials and systems used 

in agriculture. In April, the company commenced sales of a new 

tomato cultivation system called Tomatorina that can produce 1.5 

times the yield of conventional farming methods.

TomatorinaTM utilizes MKV Dream’s Nae Terasu (“Seedling 

Terrace”)　to reliably produce hearty seedlings in an enclosed 

environment where temperature, lighting and water are all 

automatically controlled. These seedlings are then raised to 

maturity in a greenhouse using hydroponic farming techniques. 

TomatorinaTM utilizes a patent-pending growing system that 

increases the amount of light reaching flower clusters while 

also incorporating a novel approach to harvesting that focuses 

solely on the bottom tier of the plants. In this way, TomatorinaTM 

is able to produce as many as four crops a year and support 

cultivation of tomato plants at four times the normal density. As 

a result, more than 30 tons of tomatoes can be produced using 

an area of just 1000 square meters. This is approximately 1.5 

times the normal yield. Moreover, TomatorinaTM produces large, 

high-quality tomatoes with sugar concentrations of 5%-6%. The 

system is easy to use and also makes it possible to minimize 

usage of agrichemicals. Tomatoes raised using TomatorinaTM 

grow in a wavy line, which forms the “M” of MKV Dream.

MKV Dream is now promoting TomatorinaTM among tomato 

farmers as well as other parties that may be interested in 

undertaking tomato cultivation, both inside and outside the 

agricultural sector. 

MKV Dream is also at the center of the Mitsubishi Plastics 

Group’s efforts to develop plant factories that utilize sunlight. 

Having established a strong record in the area of materials for 

plastic greenhouses, MKV Dream is currently moving ahead 

to promote new hydroponic systems. By combining these 

capabilities with lighting equipment and other facilities that 

support plant growth, the Mitsubishi Plastics Group is looking 

to foster new cultivation systems that can contribute to the 

development of profitable agricultural ventures.

■

http://www.mkvdream.co.jp/product/saibai/tomato/index.html

Cover Story】

New Tomato Cultivation System Produces 
1.5 Times the Yield of Conventional Methods

Nikon Wins Coveted Red Dot Award

The "red dot award: product design" is a world-class award 

presented by Germany's Design Zentrum Nordrhein Westfalen. 

Award-winning products must exhibit design superiority in nine 

areas, including innovation, functionality, ergonomics, ecology 

and durability. More than 4,000 products from 57 nations took 

part in the competition this year. Two cameras from Nikon were 

selected to receive the "red dot award: product design 2010": 

the COOLPIX S1000pj compact digital camera and the D5000 

digital-SLR camera. The award-winning products were displayed 

at the red dot design museum in Essen, Germany from July 6 to 

August 1.

Front LineNews&
Products
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Museum Attracts New Type of
Visitor to the Marunouchi District

Located between Tokyo Station and the Imperial Palace, 

Marunouchi is an international business center as well as a 

burgeoning shopping district. Marunouchi’s presence as a 

cultural hub was also bolstered on April 6 with the opening of the 

Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum, Tokyo. People have flocked to the 

museum to see its inaugural exhibit, “Manet et le Paris moderne” 

(Manet and Modern Paris). On the 36th day of the exhibit, the 

number of visitors surpassed 100,000. Mitsubishi Estate 

has long played a central role in shaping the development of 

Marunouchi and the Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum, Tokyo is just 

one of many notable achievements realized under the company’s 

Marunouchi Redevelopment Project. 

Next-Generation Solar Cells Installed
at NYK Tokyo Container Terminal 

Shortages of silicon, the principal material used in most solar cells, 

have stimulated increased interest in copper indium selenide (CIS) 

solar cells as a promising alternative to conventional silicon-based 

technologies. A photovoltaic power generation system using these 

next-generation solar cells was introduced at the NYK Tokyo 

Container Terminal in February 2010 by NYK Trading Corporation, 

a company of the NYK Group. The system, which has a maximum 

power-generating capacity of 135.15 kW, became fully operational 

on April 1. It will have an annual generating capacity of approximately 

130,000 kWh, which is equivalent to about one percent of the 

electricity consumed annually at the terminal. 

■ http://www.nyk.com/english/release/788/NE_100406.html

Versatile New Carrier Eyes 
Wide-Ranging Ports of Call

“Aom Sophie”, a bulk carrier owned by Mitsubishi Ore 

Transport (MOT), went into service in September 2009. 

With a deadweight capacity of 106,500 tons, she is primarily 

used for transporting raw materials such as coal and iron ore. 

Measuring 255 meters by 43 meters, Aom Sophie is a mid-

sized bulk carrier that boasts a shallow draft1 of just 13.44 

meters which allows it to call a wide range of ports. The 

carrier’s dimensions will also make it possible to pass through 

the Panama Canal after the canal’s expansion in 2014. Parts 

of the vessel’s interior have been built at an approximately 

45-degree angle so that the payload accumulates near 

openings in the holds in order to improve cargo-handling 

efficiency. Aom Sophie’s sister ship, “Aom Elena”, went into 

service in March 2010, and today, MOT’s two sisters are now 

sailing the world’s seas.

Mitsubishi Ore Transport Co., Ltd.
Est.1959 

Shin-Kokusai Bldg., 4-1, Marunouchi 3-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0005  

We were established in 1959 as shipping company, “steady but positive”, 
“responsive and innovative”, we aim to be an internationally competitive 
company in order to ensure our achievement of “Strengthening the 
financial status” and “expanding and rejuvenating the fleet”.

■  http://www.mot-tky.com

Biodegradable and Cost-Competitive

Farmers cover their fields with mulch films for a variety of 

reasons, such as to conserve water, suppress weeds and 

manage temperatures. MKV Dream Co., Ltd., a company of 

the Mitsubishi Plastics Group, has recently launched sales of 

a biodegradable mulch film called “CAELUCCITM”, which uses 

Mitsubishi Chemical’s biodegradable polymer, “GS Pla”. After 

the harvest, this mulch film can be tilled into the soil, where it 

decomposes into water and carbon dioxide. “CAELUCCITM ” 

aims for farmers not only to save overall costs, for instance 

eliminating from fields, collecting 

and disposing of conventional 

plastic film but also to be 

environment friendly. 

■

http://www.mkvdream.co.jp/product/multi/05.html#kaeru

■

http://www.nikon.com/about/news/2010/0330_reddot_01.htm

■

http://mimt.jp■

http://mimt.jp/english/index.html

Note 1: A ship’s draft is the distance between the waterline and the bottom of 
the vessel while floating in the sea.

©RMN/Musée d’Orsay)/
Hervé Lewandowski/distribyted 
by DNP artcom

About the cover photo: Tomatoes raised using Tomatorina™ grow in a wavy line 
that resembles the “M” of MKV Dream.



I came to Shanghai when the Shanghai 

Representative Office of Mitsubishi Kakoki Kaisha 

(MKK) was established in May 2004. The office mainly undertakes machinery manufacturing, the 

construction of various complete sets of equipment and the task of marketing research. With the 

expansion of the parent company’s business in China, Ryoka Trading (Shanghai) Co., Ltd., which mainly 

sells oil purifiers, was established in Shanghai in September 2008. As an inspector of finance, I should 

not only master capital flows, but also be well versed in the fiscal and tax policies of China in order to 

effectively promote the company’s operations by providing the most timely and capable services. 

Old Houses and Lively Markets 
Contribute to Shanghai’s Appeal

Shanghai is a blend of Chinese and western 

cultures, which is reflected by the old houses in 

the city. When looking carefully at the old houses, 

one always feels a spontaneous, unexplainable 

connection with them. As time passes, these 

old houses continue to stand quietly and calmly 

alongside the prosperity and noise of the city, 

reminding people of bygone days of purity and 

simplicity. A lot of stories also live on with these houses.

      Shanghainese people have traditionally bought what they needed for the whole day at the market 

in the morning. Stalls at the market are usually filled with different kinds of fresh vegetables by 6 o’clock 

in the morning. Moreover, there are various kinds of breakfast stalls at the entrances and exits of the 

market. Markets are fantastic places for housewives to demonstrate their intelligence. Bargaining is not 

only full of joy, but it also creates a kind of vitality. Shanghainese people always begin a new day with 

breakfast for the family, fresh vegetables and the longing for a better life.

 

Seeking to Serve as a Cultural Ambassador

Living in Shanghai, I am fascinated by the blending of 

Chinese and western cultures. One of my biggest dreams 

is to let Japanese people who work in Shanghai know more 

about this fantastic city so that they can become more 

familiar with Chinese culture and grow to love this country. 

To realize my dream, I teach Chinese as a volunteer and 

also try to inform Japanese workers about the culture here 

while participating in various activities and organizations, such as tennis and golf clubs. I also gain 

some information through these activities and enhance my friendships with people involved in different 

industries. As a result, I think I can make many more contributions to MKK so its overseas business can 

develop even further. 

Global Spotlight focuses on employees from the Mitsubishi Companies, who are 
excelling in their respective fields around the world. In each issue we will get to know 
different employees, who will tell us about their hometowns, businesses, culture, and 
past-times.
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Global
Spotlight
from　Shanghai

Mr. Andrew Digrys
Plant Engineer

Ms. Minghua　Jin
Assistant Manager

Richm
ond

from

MGC Advanced 
Polymers, Inc.1 

Mitsubishi　Kakoki　Kaisha, LTD.
Shanghai  Representative  
Office

Shanghai
—A Blend of Chinese and Western Cultures

In Richmond, there are plenty of events and activities for the budding 

sports enthusiast.

     The Monument Avenue 10k Race was voted one of the best 

running contests in the country by USA Today, putting our local 

race on par with annual marathons in Boston, Chicago and San 

Francisco. Richmond’s annual event takes all 37,000 runners down 

tree-lined Monument Avenue, which is dotted with historic statues and surrounded by beautiful Southern 

homes. The festivities include bands who entertain racers with their music and a costume contest. The race 

draws runners from around the world to compete for the 1st place prize of $2000.

     Richmond offers diverse options for athletes of all skill levels. Parks throughout the city have lighted tennis 

courts and baseball diamonds. There is a sports and social club, with over 3,000 members, that organizes 

dodge ball, volleyball and softball games among other several other sports and I have been involved in an 

amateur soccer league that has quadrupled in size in only six years.   Richmond truly is a great sporting city!

Richmond Virginia City at the Crossroads

Located midway between New York and Florida, Virginia is the gateway to 

the southern United States.  Richmond is located in the rolling hills of the 

central piedmont region.  The site of Richmond, at the fall line of the James 

River, was settled by Englishmen from the first settlement Jamestown in 

1609. Since that time the James River has provided a means for trade, commerce, tourism, and travel.  

From Richmond it is only two hours to the mountainous west with skiing, hiking, and vineyards.  Two hours 

to the east finds the flat sandy coastal plain of the Atlantic Ocean for excellent fishing, sailing, and swimming.

      At this time of year outdoor enjoyment of Spring is especially favored.  Local gardens and parks 

showcase the arrival of Spring with tours and festivals. The Japanese garden at Maymont Park is especially 

beautiful this time of year as are the many themed gardens of Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden.  There is much 

to do before the heat of summer comes.  

MGC Advanced Polymers After Work

As plant engineer at MGC Advanced Polymers, I am responsible for insuring 

the plant equipment is maintained in proper working order and all projects are 

implemented according to plan. After a busy day at work, one of my favorite 

activities is white water kayaking on the James River in Richmond VA. 
      The James River is a great kayaking river because of its ease of access and the variety of water it offers. 

The upper stretch provides a peaceful float over small rapids suitable for beginning kayakers or families with 

small children.  The lower section of river has many different channels that contain large rapids that challenge 

the experienced kayaker. At high water flows, the fast moving river with giant rapids can give one the feeling 

of adventure and excitement that many travel thousands of miles to experience. Whatever your kayaking skill, 

you can have an enjoyable day on the river.       

Living in Richmond Virginia

Note 1 : A subsidiary of Mitsubishi Gas Chemical

in the U.S.A.



Yellow Badges for Safety 

All across Japan, first-year elementary school students 

can be seen wearing yellow badges as they commute to 

school. These badges are distributed as part of a road 

safety campaign that dates back more than four decades. 

On March 30, Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance, along with 

Mizuho Financial Group, Inc., Sompo Japan Insurance 

Inc. and The Dai-ichi Life Insurance Company, Limited, 

joined with the Japanese Traffic Safety Association, the 

National Police Agency and other official organizations 

to hold a ceremony commemorating the presentation of 

yellow badges for the new academic year. By raising road 

safety awareness among children, parents and drivers, the 

program aims to prevent traffic accidents involving children. 

More than 56 million badges have been distributed 

throughout the program’s 46-year history, and some 

families now have two generations of badge wearers. 

■ http://www.meijiyasuda.co.jp/profile/
     release/2009/pdf/20100330.pdf

Green 
Diamonds
MUTB Breaks New Ground in the 
Area of Environmental Finance

In Japan, the Ministry of the Environment has established 

an interest-rate subsidy program to make interest-free 

loans available for companies that are seeking to implement 

projects to reduce CO2 emissions as part of efforts to 

achieve emission reduction targets stipulated under the 

Kyoto Protocol. Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking (MUTB) 

has broken new ground as trust and banking company 

by utilizing this subsidy program to implement its first 

“environmental finance” initiatives through projects involving 

Shimizu Corporation and AEON MALL Co., Ltd. MUTB 

will continue to support companies with efforts to promote 

countermeasures to global warming by offering various 

types of environmental finance, including programs like this 

one, which utilizes government subsidies, as well as the 

company’s own financial products.

■ http://www.tr.mufg.jp/ippan/release/pdf_mutb/100310_2.pdf
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Green Diamonds highlights the ongoing efforts of Mitsubishi companies 
to foster a greener, more sustainable planet and brighter, more vibrant 
communities through wide-ranging environmental and social initiatives.

Cruise Ship Serves as Unique Classroom
 
There are few opportunities for people to learn about 

vessels, even though the shipping industry is responsible 

for transporting much of what we use in our daily lives. In 

light of this, NYK seeks to create opportunities for people 

to gain firsthand knowledge about vessels so they can 

better appreciate the role that the shipping industry plays 

in our lives. As part of these efforts, students studying at a 

Japanese school in Turkey were welcomed aboard Asuka II 

this May when Asuka II arrived 

at the port city of  Istanbul 

during a round-the-world 

cruise. A total of 65 students 

boarded the cruise ship, which 

is operated by NYK subsidiary, 

NYK Cruises Co. Ltd., to learn 

about the vessel and the duties 

of its seafarers.

A Gateway to a
Career in Art
 
Since being launched by 

Mitsubishi Corporation (MC) 

in June 2008, the Mitsubishi 

Corporation Art Gate Program 

(MCAGP) has continued to 

provide opportunities for talented 

young artists to pursue their 

dreams. Through the program, 

MC holds open calls for the submission of art and then 

selects and purchases about 200 works each year. The 

art works are sold at charity auctions after being exhibited 

inside MC’s head office and at other locations. A number of 

MCAGP participants have gone on to further advance their 

careers as professionals by holding private exhibitions or 

winning art awards. Through the MCAGP, MC will continue 

to provide a gateway for young people seeking the path to 

careers as professional artists.  

■ http://www.mcagp.com/en/
■ http://www.nyk.com/english/release/788/NE_100512.html

Mr. Youhei Sugita 
Mr. Youhei Sugita Born in 1983, Graduate 
of Musashino Art University, Class of 2008.
Participated in the 1st,4th,6th and 7th 
Mitsubishi Corporation Art Gate Program. 
Untitled

The head office of 
Shimizu Corporation
CO2 emissions from building 
operations will be reduced by 
50% compared to conventional 
office buildings. 

AEON MALL Aratamabashi
Various efforts are being made to 
reduce CO2 emissions, including 
the installation of an ice thermal 
storage system for air-conditioning.

Mr. Yasuto Sasada   
Mr. Yasuto Sasada Born in1985, Graduate of 
Kyoto University of Art and Design, Class of 
2008.
Participated in the 1st,2nd,3rd,5th,6th and 7th 
Mitsubishi Corporation Art Gate Program. 
A Japanese ground beetle


